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SUBJECT: SITREP NO. 6/ ATTEMPTED COUP IN CARACAS 
REF: CARACAS 12438 (AND PREVIOUS) 



1. AT 09:30 A.M. "RADIO RUMBO" REPORTED FROM MIRAFLORES 
PALACE THAT A NUMBER OF SOLDIERS THERE WERE WOUNDED AND 
THAT THE SITUATION THERE WAS "VERY CONFUSING." AT THE 
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LA CARLOTA AIRBASE, HEAVY MACHINE GUN FIRE WAS HEARD, 
INTERSPERSED WITH SMALL-ARM FIRE. 

2. THE EMBASSY HAS RELEASED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT TO 
THE LOCAL MEDIA: "THE UNITED STATES EMBASSY DEPLORES 
TODAY'S ATTEMPT BY A GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS TO SEIZE POWER 
BY EXTRA-CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS. WE FULLY SUPPORT THE 
EFFORTS OF THE DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT OF 
VENEZUELA TO RESTORE ORDER." THE MESSAGE WAS FAXED TO 
TELEVISION CHANNELS 11 AND 12, BOTH OF WHICH ARE STILL 
FUNCTIONING, AS WELL AS TO A NUMBER OF LOCAL RADIO 
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3. AT ABOUT 0930, PRESIDENT PEREZ APPEARED AGAIN, LIVE 
ON TELEVISION. IN RESPONSE TO REPORTERS' QUESTIONS, HE 
CLAIMED THAT ARMY UNITS WERE ENTIRELY LOYAL AND THAT THE 
SITUATION WAS RAPIDLY RETURNING TO NORMAL. HE AGAIN 
URGED VENEUELANS TO GO TO WORK. SEPARATELY, LIVE TV 
FROM SOME PROVINCIAL TOWNS INCLUDING VALENCIA INDICATES 
THAT LOCAL SITUATION IS QUIET. CONGEN MARACAIBO 
INDICATES SITUATION IN ZULIA IS ENTIRELY NORMAL. TV IN 
CARACAS IS BEGINNING TO CARRY LIVE PICTURES OF NORMAL 
STREET SCENES, INCIDATING THAT ACTIVE POPULAR SUPPORT 
FOR THE COUP ATTEMPT IS AT ANY RATE NOT WIDESPREAD. (WE 
HAVE HEARD RADIO REPORTS OF SOME POPULAR PROTESTS IN 
FAVOR OF THE COUP, ESPECIALLY IN SLUM AREAS.) 

4. AS OF 0945, RADIO NEWS (LIVE FROM A REPORTER AT THE 
SCENE) CLAIMS THAT MIRAFLORES PALACE HAS AGAIN BEEN 
ATTACKED FROM THE AIR. CIVILIANS ARE TAKING SHELTER. 
WHAT APPEAR TO BE LOYALIST TANKS ARE IN THE STREETS 
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NEARBY. 

5. JUST BEFORE 10 A.M., QffiASSY OBSERVERS ON THE ROOF 
SAW A ROCKET PASS NEARLY. SINCE NO AIRCRAFT WERE 
VISIBLE, WE ARE ASSUMING THIS WAS SOME FORM OF RPG. NO 
IMPACT/EXPLOSION WAS HEARD. WE BELIEVE THIS MAY HAVE 
BEEN A STRAY ROUND FROM THE FIREFIGHT AT LA CARLOTA. 
RSO HAS GONE TO THE NEARBY LA FLORESTA APPARTMENTS, 
WHERE SEVERAL EMBASSY FAMILIES LIVE, TO ASSESS WHETHER 
AN EVACUATION FROM THOSE BUILDINGS SHOULD BE ORGANIZED. 

FELDER 
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